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I made quite a lot of money out of that play. On Feby. 2nd,
" Sacred and Profane Love " started its American career under
Frohman & Co.; with Elsie Ferguson as " attraction " in Pennsyl-
vania and went on to Baltimore for 2nd week, and the receipts
for first fortnight were 25,000 dollars. On the same day,
Feby. 2nd, a spring provincial tour (21 weeks) of " Milestones "
started at Oxford.
W. R. Hearst newspapers asked me if I would go to Russia
to interview leaders and examine Soviet system for them.
I said I would go for 2,000 dollars a week, plus all expenses,
and a journalist-courier with me to see to all formalities. They
said this was prohibitive and offered alternative to send me in
tow of the Allied Commission going out to Petrograd at £200 a
week to include expenses. I refused.
I also got the idea for my next novel (on the old age of Max's
father, as related to me by Max himself) fairly complete, and
I read " Le cure" de campagne " * for the death-bed scene at the
end. I shall have a great death-bed scene at the end of my
novel, and I want to stage it with the utmost magnificence.
I got a tip or two from Balzac: but he is not at his best in this
book and can be bettered.
Lately we have seen 3 revivals. " Arms and the Man "
seemed better than it did 25 years ago. Very fine. Shaw's
title to be the modern Moliere not so rocky as I had thought.
On the other hand " Pygmalion " is on the whole poor. Most
of the characterisation is quite rotten, and wilfully made so
for the sake of art and eloquence. The last act is foozled. Mrs.
Campbell was superb. There is still nobody else to touch her.
Last night " The Admirable Crichton ". Excellent. I liked it
better than when I first saw it, much better.
London, Wednesday, March loth.
In search of ideas for island-play, I spent yesterday morning
in walking about, and went to the stores and bought things
in 4 departments. A wonderful and delightful way of spending
time and money. Better than most theatres. It is surprising
that rich or fairly rich people don't consciously practise " Let's
go and spend £100 somewhere." Or even only £ro or £5. I
think this sort of activity does stimulate creative ideas.
Philippe and Helene Berthelot came for dinner last night.
1 The reference is to " Veronique an TomTDeau," in Balzac's " Le cure1
de village ".
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